
 
 
As much as we enjoy heading outdoors for ​beach walks​ and ​romantic dates​ and ​al fresco coffee 
stops​ (*we really-​really​ do enjoy that side of Norfolk), sometimes we’re looking for less of a laid 
back activity and more of a wild day out; the kind that registers on the family adventure-o-metre. 
Thankfully, there’s no shortage of outdoor activities in North Norfolk to get you punching the air 
like an 80s rockstar, from high-wire exploits to crazy golf to a woodland full of usually-extinct 
dinos. Yeah, all this is what we like to call ​Normal for Norfolk.  
 
Whether you’re looking for a day out with some epic wildlife or just looking to escape the “usual” 
outdoor activities, we’ve explored the best ways to create some open air memories on your next 
visit to one of our luxury retreats. By foot or in a harness, on wheels or on a dinosaur, here are 
the best ways to have an awesome adventure with the family in Norfolk.  
 
#​BAREFOOT​RETREATS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.barefootretreats.co.uk/five-coastal-walks-to-make-you-fall-in-love-with-norfolk-this-autumn/
https://www.barefootretreats.co.uk/how-to-spend-valentines-day-in-north-norfolk-according-to-a-romantic/
https://www.barefootretreats.co.uk/seven-coffee-shops-in-north-norfolk-for-those-who-like-big-cups/
https://www.barefootretreats.co.uk/seven-coffee-shops-in-north-norfolk-for-those-who-like-big-cups/


1. ​Pensthorpe Nature Reserve 
 

 
 
Okay, so, yeah, this is technically a nature reserve full of wetlands and woodland, water 
meadows and river banks, brecks and heaths, wader scrapes, bird hides, wildflower meadows, 
woodland walks and more bird species than David Attenborough could probably name -- but it’s 
got way more than you’d expect. First off, there’s the ​Wild Rootz​ area, which is an outdoor 
adventure play place where you can build a den, collect stamps on the WildRootz Trail, take on 
the mini-assault courses and take on slide after slide. And then, when you’re done with that, you 
can head into the ​Hootz House​ indoor play area to adventure across rope bridges, scuttle up 
ginormous tree towers and race down winding slides (yes, there’s more slides). It’s epic.  
 
Where to stay:​ ​Leo​ is an award-winning retreat in Stanhoe that sleeps 6 and pleases all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pensthorpe.com/
https://www.pensthorpe.com/explore/wildrootz/
https://www.pensthorpe.com/explore/hootz-house/
https://www.barefootretreats.co.uk/property/leo/


2. ​BeWILDerwood 
 

 
 
Any place that gets its visitors yelling the words “we freakin’ love the wild” isn’t kidding around, 
and that’s exactly what BeWILDerwood does best. Basically, it’s a ginormous, captivating, 
award winning forest that’s chock-full of family fun and outdoor adventures, from treehouses 
and Wobbly Wires, to Slippery Slopes and Crocklebogs, storytelling, boat trips and marsh walks. 
Quite simply, there’s nowhere that gets kids to use their imaginations in a more exciting way 
than this place. Oh and did we mention the food is crazy yummy too. What’s not to love?! (That 
was rhetorical -- you’ll love everything about BeWILDerwood; it’s amazing).  
 
Where to stay:​ ​Horse Yard Barn​ is perfect for every outdoor-loving family and sleeps 13  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bewilderwood.co.uk/
https://www.barefootretreats.co.uk/property/horse-yard-barn/


3. ​Roarr! Dinosaur Adventure Park 
 

 
 
If you’re trying to keep an open mind but keep on imagining the island from Jurassic Park, don’t 
worry, that’s almost exactly what this place is (except there’s less genetic mutations and more 
animatronics, which is safer we guess). We’ve not sure where you’ve travelled before, but we 
guarantee you never stumbled across anywhere this prehistoric before. There’s everything you 
could possibly want from a wild day out here. Dinomite Indoor Play area, Pterodactyl’s 
Treehouse, Dinosaur Hunt Trails, Dippy-Ville, Jurassic Putt Crazy Golf, Raptor Racing, Lost 
World A-Mazing Adventure, an Outdoor Adventure Play and even a Secret Animal Garden. It’s 
ridiculously cool, period (the Jurassic period to be exact). 
 
Where to stay:​ ​The Old Chequers​ is only 40 mins away from these dinosaurs and sleeps 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.roarrdinosauradventure.co.uk/
https://www.barefootretreats.co.uk/property/the-old-chequers/


4. ​Sandringham Estate 
 

 
 
How many counties can say they’re home to the much-loved country retreat of Her Majesty The 
Queen; an estate that has been the private home to four generations of British Monarchs 
starting in 1862? You’re right, the answer is just ​one ​- Norfolk, and there’s plenty of reasons to 
make this a must-have day out. Stroll around the House, check out the collection of Royal 
classic cars in the Transport Museum, spend some time exploring the great outdoors complete 
with water gardens, lakes and rockeries or, if you’re on the hunt for a little more blood-pumping 
adventure, head to the woodland play area. If it’s good enough for The Queen and family, it’s 
good enough for us.  
 
Where to stay:​ ​Norton House​ in Snettisham is a luxury grade 2 listed property that sleeps 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sandringhamestate.co.uk/
https://www.barefootretreats.co.uk/property/norton-house/


https://blackbeardsgolf.wixsite.com/blackbeards
https://www.barefootretreats.co.uk/property/the-bell-tower/

